
 
 
April 28, 2017 
 
Brien Sheahan, Chairman  
Illinois Commerce Commission  
Michael A. Bilandic Building 
160 North LaSalle, Suite C-800 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
 
Re: Comments on NextGrid Modernization Proceeding 
 
Dear Mr Sheahan: 
 
Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) is appreciative of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s plan to 
develop a NextGrid modernization proceeding, particularly of the desire to engage a diverse set 
of stakeholders, including clean energy businesses. 
 
E2 is a national, nonpartisan group of business owners, investors and others who advocate for 
policies that are good for the economy and good for the environment. Our members have 
founded or funded more than 2,500 companies, created more than 600,000 jobs, and manage 
more than $100 billion in venture and private equity capital. 
 
Recently, E2 completed a comprehensive energy efficiency jobs analysis and a 12-state Midwest 
survey of clean energy jobs that we thought might be relevant to this Commission as they 
determine the economic impact (such as in-state jobs creation) of clean energy resources to the 
electric grid. 
 
Both E2 studies examined the job creation impacts of clean energy investments. The analysis 
used data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and the U.S. Department of Energy, as well as 
a comprehensive survey of tens of thousands of businesses across the country, including the 
Midwest. Our analysis revealed that the energy efficiency sector is one of the nation’s biggest 
job sectors —employing more than 1.9 million Americans across all 50 states.  Illinois employs 
over 89,000 people in the energy efficiency sector. 
 
On a regional level, Illinois leads the Midwest in clean energy jobs with over 113,000 employed 
in renewables, energy efficiency, advanced grid, clean fuels and advanced transportation.  We 
believe that the passage of the Future Energy Jobs Act will reverse last year’s finding that the 
state lost more than 150 solar jobs and 400 wind jobs due to the state’s broken renewable 



portfolio standard. The passage of the Future Energy Jobs Act creates the consistency investors 
and businesses need invest here in Illinois and grow our workforce. 
 
We agree with your statement that Illinois is a leadership state when it comes to clean energy. 
To reflect that, we urge the Commission to consider in this study the significant contribution 
that clean energy brings to the state’s economy and policy proposals that can incent further 
growth. 
 
E2 would be happy to provide further data on Illinois clean energy economy through this 
process. The most recent Midwest clean energy jobs survey can be found at 
www.cleanjobsmidwest.com. For more information, please contact Gail Parson, E2 Midwest 
Advocate at gail@e2.org or (312) 651-7912. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
Will Kenworthy 
President of Infer Energy and E2 Midwest Chapter Director 
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